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Pola Biblis is a Polish and Comparative Literature undergraduate student in the Inter-Faculty 

Individual Studies in the Humanities at Jagiellonian University. She is a member of the 

Comparative Literature Student Society Board and editor-in-chief of the student paper ‘Bez 

Porównania’ (‘Without Comparison’). In 2021, she conducted an academic project “Illness and 

Isolation,” consisting of discussion panels and a national conference at the Jagiellonian 

University. Her interests include 19th-century women’s writing, gender studies, postcolonialism, 

and translation. 

 

Amy Chan is a PhD candidate in English and Comparative Literature at the University of North 

Carolina at Chapel Hill. She is interested in researching lyric poetry as a feminine mode of 

discourse and wants to examine in particular the works of Sappho, Emily Dickinson, Sylvia 

Plath, and Audre Lorde. She has done undergraduate research on Classical philosophy, American 

Modernist poetry, and the Latin novel. 

 

Emma Duncan is a PhD candidate at the University at Buffalo. She completed her MA in 

English at the University of Rochester, where she specialized in American Poetry. She has 

presented on representations of Sylvia Plath in American popular culture and is currently 

researching the implications of those representations as they relate to feminism and discussions 

about mental health. She has written about and continues to research how Dickinson explores 

religious themes and practices in her poetry, particularly concerning her use of hymns and the 

themes of inclusion and exclusion and the practice of communion. She teaches at the Rochester 

Institute of Technology and SUNY Brockport in the Rochester, NY area. 

 

Jamie Fenton began his education at Jesus College, Cambridge, where he completed a BA in 

English and MPhil in American Literature, before moving on to an AHRC-funded PhD at 

Pembroke College, Cambridge, which he finished in 2021. In early 2020, he held a Kluge 

Fellowship at the Library of Congress, Washington, D.C. He is currently an Associate Lecturer 

at University College London. Jamie’s main research interest is American Literature, especially 

the literature of the American Civil War. He practices a historical-formalist mode of close 

reading, which aims to work out how style emerges from and then thinks about its political and 

cultural environment. His PhD investigated a series of Civil War poets, including Walt Whitman, 

Herman Melville, Laura Redden, Emily Dickinson, and Paul Laurence Dunbar. He has also 

written on Woody Guthrie, Henry David Thoreau, and the contemporary poet Erica Dawson. 

Further afield, he is interested in encounters between literature and technology of various forms, 

including sound recording, virtual reality, and the internet. 

 

Olivia Foster is a PhD student in English at Nottingham Trent University where she specialises 

in American literature, women’s writing, and gender studies. Olivia’s past research projects have 

focussed entirely on twentieth-century poets such as Sylvia Plath and Anne Sexton, with a 

particular focus on confessional poetics and body scholarship. Her current research project unites 

Dickinson’s voice with those of Sarah Piatt, Sylvia Plath, and Audre Lorde with the intent to 

revisit their work through an ecocritical lens to identify narratives of ecological consciousness. 

Upon her graduation from her undergraduate degree at Nottingham Trent University, the 



university awarded Olivia the Michael Klein Prize for the Best Student in American Studies and 

she has since been awarded two scholarships, one of which is allowing her to conduct her current 

research on Dickinson. At her institution, Olivia is a member of the Centre for Travel Writing 

Studies and the vice-chair of the gender network. 

 

Yanyu Gao is a Lecturer at the Department of English in School of Humanities and Social 

Sciences, Heilongjiang Bayi Agricultural University, China. He has published two papers on 

Emily Dickinson. His book, On Philosophical Thought in Emily Dickinson’s Poems (written in 

Chinese), is forthcoming. 

 

Sophia Houghton graduated from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill in May 2021 

with a B.A. in English & Comparative Literature. Her interest in Dickinson originated in a 

course on nineteenth-century American poetry with Dr. Eliza Richards, for which she wrote an 

initial iteration of her paper, “To Know Not What “Lasts”: Dickinson, Thermal Energy and 

Limited Perception.” Her doctoral research will center on the American Renaissance period, 

material and object-studies and ecocriticism. 

 

Thomas W. Howard is a PhD candidate in English and American Literature at Washington 

University in St. Louis. His dissertation, “Pragmatic Ambiguities: Aphoristic Thinking in the 

American Nineteenth Century,” examines the aphorism as a poetic method of thinking among 

19th-century American nonfiction prose writers, especially the Transcendentalists and 

Pragmatists. He is currently in Germany on a Fulbright Research Fellowship, being hosted by the 

John F. Kennedy Institute for North American Studies, part of the Freie Universität Berlin. 

 

Katherine (Kate) Humes is an MA candidate at New York University. Her essay on Emily 

Dickinson and children’s games was published in the Spring 2021 EDIS Bulletin. Her thesis, 

titled ““It takes but a moment of imagination”: Reclaiming Dickinson’s Prose Fragments and 

Drafts.” Her work focuses on the physical-visual aspect of Dickinson’s manuscripts, particularly 

the prose fragments and drafts. Her scholarly work focuses on visual poetics, poetics of space, 

and textual studies in 19th- and 20th century poets/poetry. Kate also teaches high school English 

literature and writing and has had several creative nonfiction essays published in online journals 

and blogs. She has been a member of EDIS since 2020. 

 

Mateusz Kucab is a PhD candidate from Jagiellonian University in Cracow (Poland). His thesis 

is devoted to ecocritical and postsecular interpretation of American and Polish female poetry. As 

a member of The Museum of the HERstory of Art he published an article about metamorphosis 

in novels by Maria Konopnicka and Selma Lagerlof.  

 

Irene Lopez Sánchez is a PhD student and Graduate Teaching Assistant at University of Kent, 

Canterbury, UK. Her research interests center on Emily Dickinson and 19th-century literature in 

the USA. She is interested in intertextuality, poetry, sentimentalism, and notions of emotion, 

happiness, and exceptionalism within comparative US culture. 

 

Erin E. Piemont is a PhD Student at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, studying 

nineteenth- and twentieth-century United States poetry, with a special interest in intersections 



between poetry and the visual arts. Her research explores art-historical considerations of self-

portraiture as an alternative to the literary-critical category of the lyric. 

 

Benjamin Kylan Rice is a PhD candidate at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 

where he studies nineteenth- and twentieth-century American poetry. His scholarship has 

appeared in Leviathan, Arizona Quarterly, CR: The New Centennial Review, and Women’s 

Studies. He is the author of Incryptions (Spuyten Duyvil, 2021), a collection of creative 

nonfiction essays, and An Image Not a Book, a collection of poems forthcoming from Parlor 

Press/Free Verse Editions in October 2023. 

 

Susannah Sharpless is a PhD candidate at Cornell University in the Department of Literatures 

in English. Her research focuses on the connections between gender, race, and the ocean in 19th-

century women’s poetry. Her writing has appeared in Mask Magazine and Jewish Currents. 

 

Kimberly Ann Southwick-Thompson is a poet and Assistant Professor at Jacksonville State 

University in the English Department. She earned her PhD in 2020 from the University of 

Louisiana at Lafayette. She is the founder and Editor in Chief of Gigantic Sequins, a literary-arts 

journal that has been in print for 13+ years. Her debut full-length poetry collection, Orchid 

Alpha, is forthcoming from Trembling Pillow Press. She lives in the state of Alabama in the U.S. 

with her husband, daughter, and their two dogs. Visit kimberlyannsouthwick.com for more. 

 

Ronnie K. Stephens is a college educator and father of six, with a strong interest in 

sociopolitical writing. He holds a BA in Classical Studies from the University of Arkansas, as 

well as an MA in Creative Writing and an MFA in Fiction from Wilkes University. During his 

time at Wilkes, he was awarded two scholarships and won the Etruscan Press Prize. Stephens is 

presently pursuing a PhD in English from the University of Texas at Arlington with a focus on 

diversifying the K-16 literary canon. He has published two full-length poetry collections and one 

young adult novel. Currently, he writes book reviews and a monthly column on the intersection 

of poetry and politics in the 21st-century classroom for The Poetry Question. He is also focused 

on developing a broader body of academic essays related to American poetry and unsettling the 

K-16 classroom through diverse texts. 

 

Anna Torvaldsen is a doctoral candidate in English at McGill University. Her thesis examines 

the social dimensions of fragment forms in major works by the Brontës, George Eliot and Emily 

Dickinson. Her work has appeared in Studies in the Novel. 

 

Wendy Tronrud earned her PhD from the English Department in the CUNY Graduate Center in 

2020 and is the Associate Director of Education Programs for the Bard Prison Initiative, Bard 

College where she teaches both literature and education-related courses. Her dissertation, “‘Odd 

Secrets of the Line’: Emily Dickinson and the Uses of Folk,” analyzes how Dickinson’s poetry 

written during the 1859-1865 period registers the emerging interests in folk and black song (later 

to be renamed as spirituals). She published an essay, "'Fossil Bird-Tracks': Emily Dickinson 

Performing Archaeologically," in an Emily Dickinson and music issue of Women's Studies in 

2021 and is currently co-editing a special issue of ESQ with Gerard Holmes on Thomas 

Wentworth Higginson for 2023. 

 

http://kimberlyannsouthwick.com/


Regina Yoong is a former Fulbright scholar from Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. She holds a Ph.D. in 

American Literature from Ohio University. Her area of interest revolves around 19th-century 

women writing and minority literature, especially in issues of poetry, religion, and 

performativity. Regina has been teaching literature and creative writing in Malaysia and the 

United States for the past 10 years. She currently teaches at the University of Malaya, Malaysia. 

Find her at www.reginayoong.com 

 

Cheryl Weaver is currently completing her dissertation at the University at Buffalo on 

nineteenth-century American women's letters. Her work focuses on young women's antebellum 

education and the expanding United States postal system of the 1840s and 1850s, and it takes as 

its focus the letters of Emily Dickinson and young women of Amherst, Massachusetts. She is the 

recipient of the Emily Dickinson International Society Graduate Student Fellowship for 2022, an 

award that will assist her in further archival research. She will be presenting at this year's 

Thoreau Gathering on her paper "'I Found Your Note Here Several Days Since': Margaret Fuller 

and Postal Delivery From Europe" and at the upcoming Epistolary Research Network's third 

annual conference on postal delivery in Samuel Richardson and Eliza Haywood.Her scholarly 

interests include nineteenth-century American literature, epistolary fictions, and the pragmatics 

of postal delivery and postal history. 

 

http://www.reginayoong.com/

